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DOMESTIC LAWYERS FOR DETAINED NICARAGUAN PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATES JUAN SEBASTIAN CHAMORRO AND FELIX MARADIAGA FILE
FOR NICARAGUA'S IMMEDIATE RECOGNITION OF INTER-AMERICAN COURT
PROVISIONAL MEASURES

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Domestic lawyers representing detained presidential candidates Juan
Sebastian Chamorro and Félix Maradiaga have just filed cases against the Nicaraguan
Government demanding immediate recognition and compliance with the provisional

measures awarded on June 24, 2021 by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. In the case
of Dr. Chamorro, the request was filed before the Tenth District Judge for the Criminal Court of
Managua. In the case of Mr. Maradiaga, the request was filed before the Sixth District Criminal
Judge of Managua.

In its judgment, the Inter-American Court resolved to “require that the State [of Nicaragua]
proceed with the immediate release of Dr. Chamorro and Mr. Maradiaga” and to require
Nicaragua to “immediately take the necessary measures to effectively protect the life, integrity
and personal liberty” of Dr. Chamorro, Mr. Maradiaga, and their immediate families.

Nicaraguan authorities must inform the Inter-American Court of any urgent measures it adopts to
comply with the decision by July 8, 2021, and on a monthly basis thereafter. The Nicaraguan
Government has never failed to recognize a past ruling by the Inter-American Court. Its failure
to do so in this case would mark a grave violation of its international obligations.

Yesterday, Victoria Cardenas, the wife of Dr. Chamorro, Berta Valle, the wife of Mr. Maradiaga,
and several other family members of the more than 130 political prisoners in Nicaragua, held a
wide-ranging discussion with a dozen Members of the European Parliament from the European
People’s Party, Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats, the Renew Group, the Greens,
and the European Conservatives and Reformists. They were briefed about the cases of these
political prisoners and the broader situation in Nicaragua. And they discussed the European
Parliament’s forthcoming deliberations that will take place to move a new resolution about the
situation through the Parliament.

Yesterday marked three weeks since Dr. Chamorro and Mr. Maradiaga were detained and
disappeared by the Ortega regime on June 8§, 2021. The Ortega regime currently holds other
political prisoners in the infamous El Chipote prison, which is not designed to accommodate
extensive pretrial detentions. Additionally, there is concern that these facilities do not allow
access to adequate food and provisions. However, as Nicaraguan authorities have still made no
affirmative confirmation of their whereabouts and have denied the candidates access to their
families and lawyers, both Dr. Chamorro and Mr. Maradiaga remain disappeared.

The cases of Dr. Chamorro and Mr. Maradiaga continue to exhibit grave violations of both
Nicaraguan and international law. Both were presumed guilty by being practically sentenced to



90 days in jail in a secret hearing with a puppet judge, despite having never been convicted of a
crime. By being disappeared and held extra-legally, both men are being subjected to cruel,
inhuman, and degrading treatment or punishment. They are being subjected to arbitrary
detention because there is, in fact, no legal basis for them to be detained. And both have been
held without access to their families or to their lawyers since they were disappeared on June 8.

We urge the Ortega regime to comply with the provisional measures adopted by the Inter-
American Court of Human Rights and immediately and unconditionally release Dr. Chamorro
and Mr. Maradiaga. We will continue to fight for the release of Dr. Chamorro, Mr. Maradiaga,
and all other political prisoners in Nicaragua, and we will continue to fight for the free, fair, and
just Nicaragua that we know is possible.

COMUNICADO DE PRENSA
30 de junio de 2021

ABOGADOS NICARAGUENSES DE LOS CANDIDATOS PRESIDENCIALES
DETENIDOS JUAN SEBASTIAN CHAMORRO Y FELIX MARADIAGA SOLICITAN
QUE NICARAGUA RECONOZCA INMEDIATAMENTE LAS MEDIDAS
PROVISIONALES OTORGADAS POR LA CORTE INTERAMERICANA

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Abogados domésticos que representan a los candidatos presidenciales
detenidos Juan Sebastian Chamorro y Félix Maradiaga recientemente solicitaron que el Gobierno
de Nicaragua reconozca y cumpla con las medidas provisionales otorgadas el 24 de junio de
2021 por la Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos. En el caso del Dr. Chamorro,
entregaron la solicitud ante el Sefior Juez Décimo Distrito para lo Penal de Audiencias de
Managua. En el caso del Sr. Maradiaga, entregaron la solicitud ante el Sefor Juez Sexto de
Distrito Penal de Managua.

En su decision, la Corte Interamericana resolvio “requerir al Estado [de Nicaragua] que proceda
a la liberacion inmediata” del Dr. Chamorro y del Sr. Maradiaga, y también requerir que
Nicaragua “adopte de forma inmediata las medidas necesarias para proteger eficazmente la vida,
la integridad y libertad personal” del Dr. Chamorro, del Sr. Maradiaga, y de sus familias
nucleares.

Las autoridades nicaragiienses deben informar a la Corte Interamericana de cualquier medida
urgente que adopte para cumplir con la decision antes del 8 de julio de 2021, y posteriormente
mensualmente. El Gobierno de Nicaragua nunca ha dejado de reconocer un fallo judicial
anterior de la Corte Interamericana. Su incumplimiento en este caso constituiria una grave
violacion de sus obligaciones internacionales.

Ayer, Victoria Céardenas, esposa del Dr. Chamorro, Berta Valle, esposa del Sr. Maradiaga, y
otras familiares de los mas de 130 presos politicos en Nicaragua sostuvieron una amplia
discusion con miembros del Parlamento Europeo del Partido Popular Europeo, la Alianza
Progresista de Socialistas y Democratas, el Grupo Renew, los Verdes y los Conservadores y
Reformistas Europeos. Se les informd sobre los casos de los presos politicos y la situacion
general en Nicaragua. Y conversaron sobre las proximas deliberaciones del Parlamento Europeo



que se llevaran a cabo para impulsar una nueva resolucion del Parlamento sobre la situacion.

Ayer se cumpli6 tres semanas desde que el Dr. Chamorro y el Sr. Maradiaga fueron detenidos y
desaparecidos por el régimen de Ortega el 8 de junio de 2021. El régimen de Ortega actualmente
tiene a otros presos politicos en la infame prision de El Chipote, que no esté disefiada para
albergar detenciones preventivas extensas. Ademas, existe la preocupacion de que estas
instalaciones no permitan el acceso a alimentos y provisiones adecuados. Sin embargo, como las
autoridades nicaragiienses atin no han confirmado su paradero y han negado a los candidatos el
acceso a sus familiares y abogados, tanto el Dr. Chamorro como el Sr. Maradiaga siguen
desaparecidos.

Los casos del Dr. Chamorro y del Sr. Maradiaga presentan violaciones graves del derecho
internacional y violaciones del derecho nicaragiiense. Ambos fueron presuntos culpables al ser
practicamente sentenciados a 90 dias en la carcel en una audiencia secreta con un juez marioneta,
a pesar de que nunca fueron condenados por un crimen. Por ser detenidos desaparecidos y
extralegalmente, ambos hombres estan siendo sometidos a tratos o penas crueles, inhumanos o
degradantes. Estan siendo sometidos a detencion arbitraria porque no hay, de hecho, una base
legal para detenerlos. Ademas, ambos han sido detenidos sin acceso a sus familias o sus
abogados desde que fueron secuestrados el 8 de junio.

Exigimos que el régimen de Ortega cumpla con las medidas provisionales otorgadas por la Corte
Interamericana de Derechos Humanos y que libere de manera inmediata e incondicional al Dr.
Chamorro y al Sr. Maradiaga. Seguiremos haciendo todo lo posible para liberar al Dr. Chamorro
y al Sr. Maradiaga y todos los otros presos politicos en Nicaragua, y continuaremos luchando por
la Nicaragua libre, justa y equitativa que sabemos es posible.
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