Media Release April 25, 2018

INTERNATIONAL COUNSEL FOR KAZAKHSTAN POLITICAL PRISONER
ISKANDER YERIMBETOYV FILES PETITION
WITH UN WORKING GROUP ON ARBITRARY DETENTION

Washington and Geneva — Iskander Yerimbetov’s international legal counsel, Jared Genser, has
filed a petition with the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, requesting that it
investigate the ongoing detention of Yerimbetov and conclude that he is being held in violation

of Kazakhstan’s obligations under international law.

On November 13, 2017, approximately ten individuals dressed in civilian clothing arrested
Kazakhstan businessman Yerimbetov in a shopping mall parking lot. The individuals
handcuffed him, forced him and his wife into separate vehicles, and drove them back to the
Yerimbetovs' home. Joined there by dozens more unidentified persons with machine guns, these
individuals searched Yerimbetovs' property all night, in the presence of the couple’s young
children.

Yerimbetov was then taken to a detention center, where he was held incommunicado for 24
hours. On November 15, Yerimbetov was brought before a judge and, in a short hearing, was
sentenced to two months pre-trial detention. Since that date, Yerimbetov has been continuously
detained under the control of Kazakhstan’s National Security Committee (KNB). His detention
has been renewed twice for two-month periods, with Yerimbetov not even present or informed in

advance about those court hearings.

In his detention, Yerimbetov has been subjected to horrific physical and psychological

abuse. For the first several months of his detention, Yerimbetov was interrogated repeatedly in
the basement of the detention center, without a lawyer, by KNB authorities who tried to coerce a
false confession from him by threatening to imprison his 20-year-old son and 69-year-old father
if he did not comply. They also threatened to lock Yerimbetov in a cell with Islamic terrorists or

inmates infected with HIV or tuberculosis.

When psychological torment failed to yield the KNB the results it wanted, it locked Yerimbetov
in a cell with convicts who beat him on multiple occasions. In this cell, Yerimbetov was
strangled with a cord and by the hands of his cellmates. They threatened to rape him with a
broomstick, drown him in the latrine bucket, and stick HIV-infected needles under his
fingernails. They also beat him brutally with a stick, which was provided by a security guard

and wrapped in a wet towel so that bruising would not be as visible.



As the authorities have made clear to Yerimbetov, he is being held as a political hostage in the
battle between the regime in Kazakhstan and its prominent opponent Mukhtar

Ablyazov. Yerimbetov has been told that if he could convince his sister, Botagoz Jardemalie — a
lawyer who has defended Ablyazov among others — to give testimony against Ablyazov, they
would close the criminal case against Yerimbetov. Yerimbetov has spent more than 160 days in

pre-trial detention in violation of international laws.

Kazakhstan authorities have repeatedly acted to thwart the national and international
mechanisms designed to prevent the blatant violations of Yerimbetov’s fundamental human
rights and of international law. They have deliberately hidden Yerimbetov during a visit by anti-
torture monitors, crafted untruthful medical examination certificates, spread misinformation
through regime-friendly media outlets, and hired outside “experts” to “examine” Yerimbetov to
bolster the regime’s narrative that he is a criminal and is lying about torture. Yerimbetov and his
family have repeatedly submitted formal complaints to various security and oversight

apparatuses, to no avail.

From the first days of Yerimbetov’s detention, international human rights organizations have
expressed their dismay and concern over the violations of law that pervade Yerimbetov’s

case. On December 4, 2017, the Open Dialog Foundation issued a statement concluding that

Yerimbetov had become a “new hostage . . . of the Kazakhstani regime.” Members of the

European Parliament, the Coalition of NGOs of Kazakhstan Against Torture, Members of the

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the Norwegian Helsinki Committee with

Human Rights Watch, and the Chair of the General Committee on Democracy, Human Rights

and Humanitarian Questions of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Organization for Security and

Co-operation in Europe have also expressed their serious concern.

In commenting on the submission to the Working Group, Jared Genser said: “Iskander
Yerimbetov is clearly a political prisoner. Kazakhstan’s cruel, transparent, and illegal attempt
to blackmail Ms. Jardemalie into giving false testimony by detaining and torturing her brother
will never succeed. As such, we are filing this petition in the expectation that the Working Group

will impartially examine Iskander’s case and deliver justice.”

The UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention is an independent and impartial body consisting
of five members appointed by the UN Human Rights Council. The members are currently from
Australia, Benin, Latvia, Mexico, and South Korea. The Working Group has the authority to
investigate and issue legal opinions about alleged cases of deprivation of liberty imposed

arbitrarily.
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MEXJIYHAPOJIHBINA AJIBOKAT IMNOJIMTHYECKOI'O 3AKJTIOYEHHOI'O
NCKAHJAEPA EPUMBETOBA ITIOJAJI 7KAJIOBY B PABOYYIO I'PYIIITY OOH 11O
IMPOU3BOJIbHBIM 3ATEPKAHUAM

Bawunemon u Kenesa — Mexnynapoanbiid agsokat Mckanaepa Epumoerosa [xxapen ['encep
nojaan xanooy B Pabouyro rpynmy OOH 1o mpon3BOIbHBIM 3aCpyKaHUSIM, IIOITPOCHUB €€
pacciieIoBaTh MpoIoJDKaroIIeecs 3akitoueHrne EppuMOeToBa, 4ToObI cemaTh 3aKIIOUCHHUE O TOM,

YTO OH COJEPKUTCS MOJI CTpakell B HapylIeHue oos3aTenbcTB Kasaxcrana mo MexxayHapoaHOMy
paBy.

13 HOs10pst 2017 1. oKk0M0 10 YemoBeK B rpaKIaHCKOH 0/ICK/I€ apeCTOBAIM Ka3aXCTaHCKOTO
ousnecMmena Mckangepa EpumOeToBa Ha mapKoBKe TOProBoro neHTpa. Ha nero oxenu
HAapY4YHHKH, HACUJIBHO ITOCAAWUJIN €T0 U €T0 JKCHY B PAa3HbIC MAIIIMHBI U OTBC3JIM UX I[OMOI\/'I K
EpI/IM6€TOBy. B COIMPOBOXKACHHUU CUIC NCCATKOB HCU3BCCTHBIX JIUI] C aBTOMAaTaMK OHHU ITPOBCIIN

00bICK B Tome Mckanaepa, KOTOPBIH JUTUIICS BCIO HOYb, B IPUCYTCTBUM MaJIOJETHUX JeTen

CYIIpPYTOB.

3arem Mckanaepa EpumoberoBa orBe3nu B CU30, rae nepkanu 6e3 CBsI3U ¢ BHEITHUM MUPOM B
teyeHue 24 yacoB. 15 Hoa0pst EpumOeToBa 10CTaBUIM B CYII, U B pe3yJIbTaTe KOPOTKOTO
3aceqaHus OH ObLT IPUTOBOPEH K 2 MecsaM IpeaBapuTeNbHOro 3aKioueHus. C Tex mnop
Hckannep mpoaomkaeT HaXOAUTCA Mo cTpaxkelt mox KonTpoineM Komurera HanmonansHoi
bezonacnoctu Kazaxcrana (KHB). Cpok conepikanus ero moj crpaxei JBax bl MpoaeBaics,
Kbl pa3 Ha 2 mecsna. Mckangep EpuMOeToB He mpHCYTCTBOBAN HA STUX CYACOHBIX

34CCHAaHUAX U NAaXXC HC 3HAJI O HUX 3apaHEC.

B zaxmrouennn EpruMOeToB ObLT MOABEPTHYT YKACAIOMUM (DPU3HMYECKUM M TICUXOJIOTHIECKUM
nbITkaM. Ha mpoTshkeHnH MepBhIX HECKOJIBKUX MECSIIeB 3aKIoucHs VIckanepa HeoJHOKPaTHO
nomnpamuBanu corpyaauku KHB B moasane CU30 6e3 agBokata. OHU MBITAIUCH CKIOHUTD €r0

K [IPU3HAHUIO, YIpOXKas B CIy4yae OTKa3a ocajuTh ero 20-jeTHero colHa U 69-J1eTHero orua.
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Onu TaKxe yrpoxaiu nomectTutb EpuMOeToBa B kKamepy ¢ UCIIaMCKUMU TEPPOPUCTAMU HIIH

nunamu, nHuuupoBanubiMi BUY unu TyGepkyne3om.

Korpa ncuxonornueckue nuiTku He npuHecian KHB xkenaeMbIx pe3ynbTaToB, OHUA IOMECTHIIN
Hckannepa B kamepy K OCYXKICHHBIM, KOTOPBIE €T0 peryisipHo u3duBanu. B 3Toii kamepe
cokamepHuku nymwin Mickanaepa ynaBkoi U pykamu. OHU TaKKe ®KECTOKO H30UBAIIU €r0
MAJTKOW, KOTOPYIO UM Jall OXPAaHHHUK, 00EPHYTON MOKPBIM IOJIOTEHIIEM, YTOOBI CIIE/IbI OT ITOOOEB

OBLIM HE TAK 3aMETHBL.

Bnactu uetko nanu nousaTs Mckannepy EpumOeToBy, 4To OH IPOCTO MOJUTHYECKHI 3aJI0)KHHUK B
60pb0e MEXTy PEKUMOM U €r0 U3BECTHBIM MOJUTUYECKUM ONIOHEHTOM MyXTapoM
AGms130BbIM. EpriMOeToBY OBLITO CKa3aHO, UTO, €CIIM OH CMOKET YOeIuTh CBOIO cecTpy boraros
Jlxapaemanu, IopucTa, KoTopas 3alfuinaia B ToM yncie AOis30Ba, 1aTh TOKa3aHUs IPOTUB
AOGIs130Ba, yrooBHOE Jeso B oTHomeHun EpumoOeToBa Oyet 3akpoiTo. ckanaep mposen 6osee

160 nHeli B mpeABapUTEIbHOM 3aKIIIOYEHNH B HAPYILIEHUE HOPM MEXIYHAPOIHOIO Aea.

Brnactu Kazaxcrana HEOTHOKpaTHO JIEHCTBOBAIIN, YTOOBI TOMEIIATh HAIMOHAIBHBIM U
MEXIYHApOAHBIM MEXaHU3MaM, IPU3BAHHBIM MIPEIOTBPATUTD TPyOble HAPYIICHHS] OCHOBHBIX
MIpaB YelIoBeKa U MEXIYHApOJAHOro npasa B oTHoieHuH VMckanaepa EpumberoBa. Onu
npenHamMepeHHo crnpsitanu EpumOeroBa B X0/1e BU3UTA TPYIIIBI IO MOHUTOPUHTY CUTYallUU C
MbITKamMu, c(haOpUKOBATU HE COOTBETCTBYIOIIHE JICHCTBUTEIBHOCTH METUIIUHCKUE CIIPABKH,
pacmpocTpaHsUIU JOXKHYIO U HEraTUBHYIO HH(MOpMaIInIo, Yyepe3 cBsa3aHHble ¢ peskumoM CMU u
MIPUBJICKIIA BHEUTHUX «AKCIIEPTOBY sl «ocMoTpay EpumberoBa, 4T0OBI TOATBEPAUTH
YTBEPKACHUS PEKUMA O TOM, YTO OH — IIPECTYIHUK U JDKET O mbITKax. Vckannep EpumberoB u
YJIEHBI €70 CEMBbH HEOJHOKPATHO 00OpaIIaanch ¢ 0(UIInaIbHBIMU Kal00aMH Ha JEHCTBUS

MIPABOOXPAHUTEIBHBIX U HAJJ30PHBIX OPIaHOB, HO Oe3pe3yNIbTaTHO.

C nepBbix nHew 3axmroueHus: ckanaepa EpumoOeToBa MeTyHapOIHBIE TPABO3AIIUTHEIE
OpraHu3allM BBIPAKAIOT CBOE BO3MYIIIEHHE U 03a00YEHHOCTh MHOT'OUMCIIEHHBIMU
HapylIeHUsIMH 3aKoHa B jiene EpumoberoBa. 4 nexadps 2017 r. ®oug « OTKPBITHIN AUATOT
BBICTYIIUJI C 3as1BJIEHUEM, B KOTOPOM OTMETHIJI, YTO EpuMOETOB CTall «HOBBIM 3aJI0KHUKOM ...
pexuma Kaszaxcrana». Unensl EBponeiickoro ITapnamenrta, Koanunusa HITO Ka3axcrana nmporus
NBITOK, wieHsbl [Tapnamentckoit Accam6iien CoBera EBponbl, HopBexckuil XenbCHHKCKHIMA
Komurer coBmectHo ¢ «Human Rights Watch» u IIpeacenarens Komurera [1apmamenTckoit
Accambnen OBCE 1o nemokpartuu, mpaBaM 4eja0BeKa U TYMaHUTAPHBIM BOIIPOCAM TaKkKe

BbIPA3UJIN CBOKO CEPLE3HYIO 03a00YE€HHOCTb.



KommenTupys cBoe oopaienue B Padouyro rpynny, [xapen ['encep 3asBun: «Mckanoep
Epumbemos s6Ho norumuueckuil 3axkiouennblil. Kecmokas, ouesuonas u He3aKoHHAsL NONbIMKA
Kazaxcmana wanmadsxicuposams 2-sicy [picapoemanu, apecmosas u nblmasi ee 6pama, ¢ yeipko
3acmasums ee 0amv JONHCHbIEe NOKA3AHUS, HUK020a He yeeHuaemcs: ycnexom. [losmomy mol
nooaem smy scanody, 6 Haoedcoe, umo Pabouas epynna becnpucmpacmuo paccmompum 0eno

Hckanoepa u ocywecmsum npagocyoue.

Pa6ouas rpynma OOH 1o npon3BOIBHBIM 3aIepKaHUSM SBIISIETCS HE3AaBUCUMBIM U
OeCIPUCTPACTHBIM OPraHOM, COCTOSIINUM U3 5 wieHoB, HazHayaeMbIx CoBeroM OOH mo npaBam
yesoBeka. B HacTosiiiee BpeMst ee uieHaMu SIBJISIOTCS TPeICTaBUTENd ABCTpainu, beHuna,
JlatBun, Mekcuku u FOxnoit Kopeu. Pabouast rpynmna o6i1agaeT moJIHOMOYUSIMH 110
pacclieIOBaHHUIO U BEIHECEHUIO OPUINYECKOT0 3aKTI0OUEHHS T10 JIeJIaM, B OTHOIIEHUU KOTOPBIX

YTBEPXKAACTCA, UTO JIMIO IMOABCPIIOCH IIPOMU3BOJIEHOMY JIMIIICHUIO CBO60I[H.
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